Bar

SPICE

397 Norih 8L, Pitgheld, $19-483-1204,
Afrce-restanrant.onm

Pittsficld, once derided as the
underarm of the Berkshires, has
made a tirnaround in recont
vears, thanks in part Lo its revi-
talized Morth Street. The hippest
an the block is the much-hyped
contemporary American eatery
Splee. The place is at its liveliest
after the dinner rush, when the
band packs up and an energetic
voung crowid assemibles in the
rocmy backlit bar for sipping
and mingling,

Breakfast
MARTIN'S

L0 Baitroad St (reat Barvingion,
#LT=-520-945F

The Martin's formula—coey
atmnsphers plus simple, deli-
cinus food —lures regulars out

of bied b0 feast on crisp veggie
omelets, butterv-rich French
toast, and grilled mulfin specials
{the oatmeal cinnamon is stel-
larh, Paper mats and crayvons

top the wooden tables, and the
waitstaff often plucks up the best
drawings and tacks them (o Uhe
diner’s bulletin hoards, Despite
repeated attempts, we've never
muitcle the wall, but we'll happily
continue Lo get full trying,

Day Spa
SEVEN SALON SPA
g, &iF-208-0777

SETAMALICOTANTRL 0T

Just off the road that Morman
Bockwell called home, vear-old
Seven presents itself as an unas-
suming vellow houwse that turns

out to be far from ordinary
mside, On the ground level,
where wood Hoors glow under
recessed lighting, the stylists
buzz around hair and manicure
gtations stocked with Pangea
Oreganics and other all-natural
produets: pedicares Lake place
on suede benches ralsed above
deep tiled tubs, Upstairs, among
a handful of spacious treatment
roorms, Alex Vinogradov—a for-
mer go-Lo masseur for Kirov bal-
lerinas—works knotbed muscles
back nto shape.

Ice Cream
SOCO CREAMERY

2t Hoaparlforede S0, Lo,
FLI-EF 00D, SociTeaTRerLLLm

Despite ils metropolitan moni-
ker, this vear-rowecd treat shop
brimswith local flavor. The
homemade ice cream is churned
out in myriad varieties, includ-
ing velvety black raspberry,

cake batter, and mint chocolate
chip; this year the creamery also

detmiled zesty pelato in bazeloot,

tivamisu, and amaretto, And
becanse it stays open until mid-
night during the summer, you
can dropin for a cone after din-
ther, then come back for a fresh-
baked brownie, eookie, or pie 1o
enjov as a bedtime snack,

Lunch
GREAT BARRINGTON
BAGEL COMPANY

T Mok 5L, Greet Borrington,
#13-525-MF

Thar best bagels north of New
York eome in adozen flavors at
Marvin and Judy Lisherman's
indoor-cutdeor bagelry. There
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are also 17 spreads made in-
howse—ineluding not just
staples like light cream cheese
bt also more-exotic options
Tike Hght ehicken liver—to g
with. Bul the GBEC' star shines
brightest at uneh, when fresh
daily soups, leafy salads, and
two-handed sandwiches like
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Restaurant, French
BLANTYRE
i Blansyre B, Lenee,

$IT-6T 71556, hicmtyre, com

[t's easy to forget, in our world
of P and ADD, that drawn
outdimingcan be a thing of
delight. Everything at this hotel
restanrant, from its jacket-and-
lie requirement and exacling
service down o its iImmacalate
china and cryatal seitings,
ai]'K"Elk_‘i by & serions attention
to detail. The Gallic-inspived
BERKSHIRES, EOMTINUED M PASE 353

Fleeing the city seems an idyllic notion, until you
find yourself bunking down among doily-strewn
antiques and werpowering potpourri at a B&B
advertising bucolic “charm.” A rare exception is
the Porches Inn, set in a row of renovated multi-
colored Victorians in North Adams. Its 50-odd
rooms are done up in modern décor and feature
high-speed Internet and smart service. Out back
are a pool and sauna; out front, the stylish Mass
MoCA complex. Those still craving a little coun-
trification can kick back in one of the dozens

of rocking chairs that sit on theinn’s verandas.

291 River 5t, North Adams, 413-664-0400, porches,com
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